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For starters...

the word became flesh
john 1:1-18   pt.1

What is your current understanding of who Jesus is?

How would you describe your relationship with him day-to-day? The first weeks of study will be a learning 
process. Some steps are harder than 
others, but you can do it.  Watch for these 
help bubbles throughout the section and 
start the process of learning how to study 
the Bible on your own!
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3-mark 
the text

2-read -multiple times (try to 
“see” what John is 
saying.

paragraph 
titles

1-pray!
- for an open mind
- divine insight

[1] In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. [2] He was in the beginning with God. [3] All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. [4] In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 [6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. [7] He 
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. [8] He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the 
light. 

 [9] The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 
world. [10] He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. [11] He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. [12] But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, [13] who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 [14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
[15] (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 
[16] For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. [17] For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
[18] No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he 
has made him known.

Marking the text is one key step 
you’ll do every week during study. 
Try these two this week and watch 
for more next week. 

- title each paragraph
- color code repeated words

Title each paragraph 
in this left column. 
Try to choose 1-3 
words from the text 
that describe what it 
is about. 
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OBSERVATIONS
WHAT DO YOU SEE? OBSERVATION is the key to good Bible study—slowing down to see 

what the author is saying. 

This week make one observation for every verse. Writing down even 
simple observations can help you see the text with new eyes.  One 
observation is given for you as an example

1- this sounds a lot like Genesis (“In the beginning”)

you try…

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

- v1, 14: why does he call Jesus “the word”?

Think with curiosity as you read the 
Scriptures.  Asking Qs will help your search 
for deeper understanding.  Come up with 3-5 
Qs you could investigate.

QUESTIONS
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KNOW?

13

14

15

16

17

18

REACTION TO THE STORY John’s writing is a firsthand account of his 
years spent with Jesus.  He’s not just a news 
reporter or religious follower…he is Jesus’ best 
friend. 
This first chapter is different than the rest 
which will focus on stories of what it was like to 
be around Jesus. The stories are intended to 
create reactions in us, so each week take a 
minute to describe what impressions you have 
after watching Jesus in action. 

Do it this week too. 
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WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS?

If (or when!) you read John’s gospel with a friend who 

is interested in Jesus, these are the only two questions you 

really need.

When you’re with them just read the section of John out 

loud, then have a conversation about each of these 

questions.

It can be that simple!  

So, each week in our Bible study when you answer these 

questions for yourself, ask God who you could read the 

Bible with. 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?
Put simply…
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For starters...

the word became flesh
john 1:1-18   pt.2

The step after Observation in Bible study is called Interpretation: the search for the author’s 
intended meaning. 

There is only one meaning: Not “what it means to you”, but what it meant to him. Search for 
what John wanted to communicate when he wrote this collection of firsthand accounts.

How his meaning effects your life is called application. There are many applications to a 
passage. 

To Interpret a passage you’ll use observations you make as well as other parts of Scripture 
(cross references) to find answers to your questions.
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3-mark 
the text

2-read -multiple times (try to 
“see” what John is 
saying.

paragraph 
titles

1-pray!
- for an open mind
- divine insight

[1] In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. [2] He was in the beginning with God. [3] All things were made through him, 
and without him was not any thing made that was made. [4] In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. [5] The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 

 [6] There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. [7] He came as 
a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. [8] He 
was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

 [9] The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
[10] He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did 
not know him. [11] He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
[12] But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, [13] who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 [14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. [15] (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) [16] For from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. [17] For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. [18] No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.

- title each paragraph
- color code repeated words

No need to redo the paragraph titles or 
marking the text (step 3). Refer to the work 
you did last week on this passage as we 
continue learning how to study the Bible. 

 JOHN 20: 30-31 
[30] Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; [31] but these are written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.

Since the goal of Interpretation is to discover John’s meaning 
we should take note of what he says at the end of his gospel 
about his intent in writing it. 

Keep this in mind as we approach the passages each week. 
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KEY WORDS KEY WORD PICTURE
John starts his gospel by introducing a lot of key themes 
that appear throughout. (glory, light, etc) Each week we’ll 
make focused observations about the following 3 
themes.You can watch for synonyms to the words given 
below as well (ie. belief or trust for believe). 
Jot down 3-5 observations for each category.

What does John want to communicate about…
BELIEVE: 

LIFE:

What do you notice about…
THE WAY JESUS INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE:

READING WITH A LENS READING WITH IMAGINATION

THE WORD: (v1,14)
First Impressions:
Consider: What do people immediately know about the object in this picture? 
(ie, what are words? why do we use words? etc.)

Cultural Context:
Consider: What might this word picture have communicated to the people who 
initially heard it? Are there any Old Testament passages that coordinate with this 
word picture?
 
Genesis 1—

Transcendent Truths:
Consider: What does this communicate about how Jesus relates to me? I to Him?

John also highlights Jesus’ use of analogies 
and word pictures to communicate who He is 
and/or how we relate to him. These ordinary, 
understandable objects pass on complex 
truths. Give time to consider what each picture 
means for our relationship with Jesus. We start 
with one of John’s own word pictures. 

Go read these Old Testament 
references when they are 
given…how do they increase 
your understanding of who 
Jesus is?
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Question Verses from passage Answer/Notes

Other Observations/Questions Cross References

WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS? Summarize what the 
text reveals about 
Jesus… 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?…And your response 
to those truths about 
him.

Put simply…

Use these charts to answer 
one of your questions.



13

For starters...

YOU must be born again
john 3:1-21

If you had a private audience with Jesus and could ask one question, what would it be? Why?



14

3-mark 
the text

2-read -multiple times (try to 
“see” what John is 
saying.

paragraph 
titles

1-pray! - for an open mind
- divine insight

 [1] Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. [2] This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do 
unless God is with him.” [3] Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” [4] Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother's womb and be born?” [5] Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
[6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. [7] Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ [8] The wind 
blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 [9] Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” [10] Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand 
these things? [11] Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. [12] If I have 
told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
heavenly things? [13] No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, [15] that whoever believes 
in him may have eternal life. 

 [16] “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. [17] For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. [18] Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God. [19] And this is the judgment: the light has come 
into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their 
works were evil. [20] For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and 
does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. [21] But whoever 
does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works 
have been carried out in God.” 

This week add the skill of underlining 
the action (verbs) in the passage. 

- title each paragraph
- color code repeated words
- underline the action
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OBSERVATIONS
WHAT DO YOU SEE?

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

QUESTIONS
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KNOW?

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

REACTION TO THE STORY

Keep working at making observations. Sometimes 
it helps to ask who, what, when, where and why 
about a verse to come up with observations
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KEY WORDS KEY WORD PICTURE
What does John want to communicate about...…

BELIEVE:

LIFE:

What do you notice about…
THE WAY JESUS INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE:

READING WITH A LENS READING WITH IMAGINATION

BORN AGAIN:
First Impressions:
Consider: What do people immediately know about the object in this 
picture? (ie, what do you know about birth?)

Cultural Context:
Consider: What might this word picture have communicated to the 
people who initially heard it? Are there any Old Testament passages 
that coordinate with this word picture?

Ezekiel 36:25-28—

Transcendent Truths:
Consider: What does this communicate about how Jesus relates to me? I to 
Him?
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Question Verses from passage Answer/Notes

Other Observations/Questions Cross References

WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS? Summarize what the 
text reveals about 
Jesus… 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?…And your response 
to those truths about 
him.

Put simply…
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For starters...

living water
john 4:1-42

What areas of your life never seem to be fully satisfied? Why?
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 [1] Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and 
baptizing more disciples than John [2] (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), 
[3] he left Judea and departed again for Galilee. [4] And he had to pass through Samaria. [5] So he 
came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. [6] 
Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It 
was about the sixth hour. 
 [7] A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” [8] (For 
his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) [9] The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) [10] Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” [11] The 
woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get 
that living water? [12] Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” [13] Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 
will be thirsty again, [14] but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. 
The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” [15] The 
woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw 
water.” 
 [16] Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” [17] The woman answered 
him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; [18] for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is 
true.” [19] The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. [20] Our fathers worshiped 
on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” [21] 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. [22] You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. [23] But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship 
him. [24] God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” [25] The woman 
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 
things.” [26] Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
 [27] Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but 
no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” [28] So the woman left her water 
jar and went away into town and said to the people, [29] “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever 
did. Can this be the Christ?” [30] They went out of the town and were coming to him. 
 [31] Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” [32] But he said to them, “I 
have food to eat that you do not know about.” [33] So the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone 
brought him something to eat?” [34] Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to accomplish his work. [35] Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? 
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. [36] Already the one who 
reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. [37] For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ [38] I sent you to reap that 
for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” 
 [39] Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He 
told me all that I ever did.” [40] So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 
them, and he stayed there two days. [41] And many more believed because of his word. [42] They 
said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

3-mark 
the text

2-read -multiple times (try to 
“see” what John is 
saying.

paragraph 
titles

1-pray! - for an open mind
- divine insight

- title each paragraph
- color code repeated words
- underline the action
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OBSERVATIONS
WHAT DO YOU SEE?

QUESTIONS
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KNOW?

REACTION TO THE STORY
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KEY WORDS KEY WORD PICTURE
What does John want to communicate about...…

BELIEVE:

LIFE:

What do you notice about…
THE WAY JESUS INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE:

READING WITH A LENS READING WITH IMAGINATION

WATER:
First Impressions:
Consider: What do people immediately know about the object in this 
picture?

Cultural Context:
Consider: What might this word picture have communicated to the 
people who initially heard it? Are there any Old Testament passages 
that coordinate with this word picture?

Jeremiah 2:13—
Isaiah 55:1-3—

Transcendent Truths:
Consider: What does this communicate about how Jesus relates to me? I to 
Him?
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Question Verses from passage Answer/Notes

Other Observations/Questions Cross References

WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS? Summarize what the 
text reveals about 
Jesus… 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?…And your response 
to those truths about 
him.

Put simply…
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For starters...

i am the bread of life
john 6:22-69

In Exodus 3, God has chosen Moses to go free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. 
When Moses asks what he should say when asked who sent him, God responds: 

“[14] God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM 
has sent me to you.’” [15] God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The LORD, 
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent 
me to you.’ This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all 
generations.

“I am” became the unique, personal name for God. (Yahweh in Hebrew)

For the next 6 weeks we’ll study Jesus’ own proclamations of his identity. It is not 
coincidental that each one begins “I am….” 

Jesus is making it very clear who he is. God. 
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 [22] On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had been only 
one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away 
alone. [23] Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had 
given thanks. [24] So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into 
the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 
 [25] When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come 
here?” [26] Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. [27] Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures 
to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” [28] Then they 
said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” [29] Jesus answered them, “This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” [30] So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we 
may see and believe you? What work do you perform? [31] Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” [32] Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was 
not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. [33] For 
the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” [34] They said to him, “Sir, give 
us this bread always.” 
 [35] Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever 
believes in me shall never thirst. [36] But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. [37] All that 
the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. [38] For I have come down 
from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. [39] And this is the will of him who sent me, 
that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. [40] For this is the will of my 
Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on 
the last day.” 
 [41] So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 
heaven.” [42] They said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he 
now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” [43] Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves. [44] 
No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. [45] It 
is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the 
Father comes to me—[46] not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the 
Father. [47] Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. [48] I am the bread of life. [49] Your fathers 
ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. [50] This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one 
may eat of it and not die. [51] I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 [52] The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” [53] So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 
his blood, you have no life in you. [54] Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will 
raise him up on the last day. [55] For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. [56] Whoever feeds on my 
flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. [57] As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 
Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. [58] This is the bread that came down from 
heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” [59] Jesus 
said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
 [60] When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” [61] But 
Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 
[62] Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? [63] It is the Spirit who 
gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. [64] But there are 
some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and 
who it was who would betray him.) [65] And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it 
is granted him by the Father.” 
 [66] After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. [67] So Jesus said to the 
Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” [68] Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life, [69] and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of 
God.”  

Check out 
v1-21 for 
helpful context 
on 22-69

3-mark 
the text

2-read -multiple times (try to 
“see” what John is 
saying.

paragraph 
titles

1-pray! - for an open mind
- divine insight

- title each paragraph
- color code repeated words
- underline the action
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OBSERVATIONS
WHAT DO YOU SEE?

QUESTIONS
WHAT DO YOU WANT TO KNOW?

REACTION TO THE STORY
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KEY WORDS KEY WORD PICTURE
What does John want to communicate about...…

BELIEVE:

LIFE:

What do you notice about…
THE WAY JESUS INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE:

READING WITH A LENS READING WITH IMAGINATION

BREAD:
First Impressions:
Consider: What do people immediately know about the object in this 
picture?

Cultural Context:
Consider: What might this word picture have communicated to the 
people who initially heard it? Are there any Old Testament passages 
that coordinate with this word picture?

Exodus 16—

Transcendent Truths:
Consider: What does this communicate about how Jesus relates to me? I to 
Him?
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Question Verses from passage Answer/Notes

Other Observations/Questions Cross References

WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS? Summarize what the 
text reveals about 
Jesus… 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?…And your response 
to those truths about 
him.

Put simply…
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For starters...

i am the light of the world
john 8:12-59

Explain a time you remember being in real darkness. (ie. Camping, Power-Outage) What was it like? 
Do you remember what it was like when it was light again?
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 [12] Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” [13] So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about 
yourself; your testimony is not true.” [14] Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony 
is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I 
am going. [15] You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. [16] Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, 
for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. [17] In your Law it is written that the testimony of 
two people is true. [18] I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness 
about me.” [19] They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor 
my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” [20] These words he spoke in the treasury, as he 
taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 
 [21] So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin. 
Where I am going, you cannot come.” [22] So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come’?” [23] He said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I 
am not of this world. [24] I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die 
in your sins.” [25] So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling you from 
the beginning. [26] I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and I declare 
to the world what I have heard from him.” [27] They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about 
the Father. [28] So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, 
and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. [29] And he who sent me is 
with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” [30] As he was saying 
these things, many believed in him. 
 [31] So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, [32] and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” [33] They answered him, “We are 
offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
 [34] Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. [35] 
The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. [36] So if the Son sets you free, you will 
be free indeed. [37] I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no 
place in you. [38] I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.” 
 [39] They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham's children, 
you would be doing the works Abraham did, [40] but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth 
that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. [41] You are doing the works your father did.” They said to 
him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” [42] Jesus said to them, “If God 
were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he 
sent me. [43] Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. [44] You 
are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own 
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. [45] But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. [46] Which 
one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? [47] Whoever is of God hears the 
words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 
 [48] The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a 
demon?” [49] Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. [50] Yet I 
do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. [51] Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone 
keeps my word, he will never see death.” [52] The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! 
Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ [53] Are 
you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to 
be?” [54] Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you 
say, ‘He is our God.’ [55] But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would 
be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. [56] Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my 
day. He saw it and was glad.” [57] So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 
Abraham?” [58] Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” [59] So they picked up 
stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 
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KEY WORDS KEY WORD PICTURE
What does John want to communicate about...…

BELIEVE:

LIFE:

What do you notice about…
THE WAY JESUS INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE:

READING WITH A LENS READING WITH IMAGINATION

LIGHT:
First Impressions:
Consider: What do people immediately know about the object in this 
picture?

Cultural Context:
Consider: What might this word picture have communicated to the 
people who initially heard it? Are there any Old Testament passages 
that coordinate with this word picture?

Isaiah 42:6-7—
Isaiah 49:6—

Transcendent Truths:
Consider: What does this communicate about how Jesus relates to me? I to 
Him?
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WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS? Summarize what the 
text reveals about 
Jesus… 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?…And your response 
to those truths about 
him.

Put simply…
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For starters...

i am the good shepherd
john 10:1-30

How has God cared for you this semester?



38

 [1] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but 
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. [2] But he who enters by the door is 
the shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and 
he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. [4] When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. [5] A stranger they 
will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” [6] This 
figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. 

 [7] So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 
[8] All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. [9] I 
am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 
[10] The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have 
it abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. [12] He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees 
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. [13] He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. [14] I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, [15] just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. [16] And I have other sheep that are not 
of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. [17] For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may 
take it up again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received 
from my Father.” 

 [19] There was again a division among the Jews because of these words. [20] Many of 
them said, “He has a demon, and is insane; why listen to him?” [21] Others said, “These are 
not the words of one who is oppressed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the 
blind?” 

 [22] At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, [23] and 
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. [24] So the Jews gathered 
around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell 
us plainly.” [25] Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do 
in my Father's name bear witness about me, [26] but you do not believe because you are not 
among my sheep. [27] My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. [28] I 
give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 
[29] My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father's hand. [30] I and the Father are one.” 
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KEY WORDS KEY WORD PICTURE
What does John want to communicate about...…

BELIEVE:

LIFE:

What do you notice about…
THE WAY JESUS INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE:

READING WITH A LENS READING WITH IMAGINATION

SHEPHERD:
First Impressions:
Consider: What do people immediately know about the object in this 
picture?

Cultural Context:
Consider: What might this word picture have communicated to the 
people who initially heard it? Are there any Old Testament passages 
that coordinate with this word picture?

Psalm 23

Transcendent Truths:
Consider: What does this communicate about how Jesus relates to me? I to 
Him?
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Question Verses from passage Answer/Notes

Other Observations/Questions Cross References

WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS? Summarize what the 
text reveals about 
Jesus… 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?…And your response 
to those truths about 
him.

Put simply…
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For starters...

i am the resurrection 
john 11:1-44

When have you felt forgotten by God this semester?
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 [1] Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. [2] It was 
Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. [3] So 
the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” [4] But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness 
does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

 [5] Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. [6] So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. [7] Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to 
Judea again.” [8] The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you 
going there again?” [9] Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he 
does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. [10] But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 
because the light is not in him.” [11] After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I go to awaken him.” [12] The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
recover.” [13] Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. [14] Then 
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, [15] and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” [16] So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” 

 [17] Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. [18] Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, [19] and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them concerning their brother. [20] So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but 
Mary remained seated in the house. [21] Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. [22] But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” [23] Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” [24] Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” [25] Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall 
he live, [26] and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” [27] She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

 [28] When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you.” [29] And when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. [30] Now Jesus had not yet 
come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. [31] When the Jews who were with her 
in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to 
the tomb to weep there. [32] Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying 
to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” [33] When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. [34] And he 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” [35] Jesus wept. [36] So the Jews 
said, “See how he loved him!” [37] But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 
also have kept this man from dying?” 

 [38] Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. [39] 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will 
be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” [40] Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” [41] So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I 
thank you that you have heard me. [42] I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people 
standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” [43] When he had said these things, he cried out with 
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” [44] The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen 
strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
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KEY WORDS KEY WORD PICTURE
What does John want to communicate about...…

BELIEVE:

LIFE:

What do you notice about…
THE WAY JESUS INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE:

READING WITH A LENS READING WITH IMAGINATION

RESURRECTION and LIFE:
First Impressions:
Consider: What do people immediately know about the object in this 
picture?

Cultural Context:
Consider: What might this word picture have communicated to the 
people who initially heard it? Are there any Old Testament passages 
that coordinate with this word picture?

Transcendent Truths:
Consider: What does this communicate about how Jesus relates to me? I to 
Him?
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Question Verses from passage Answer/Notes

Other Observations/Questions Cross References

WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS? Summarize what the 
text reveals about 
Jesus… 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?…And your response 
to those truths about 
him.

Put simply…
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For starters...

i am the way, truth & life 
john 14:1-31

If you were a disciple and Jesus started talking about leaving what would you have thought? Felt?
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 [1] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. [2] In my 
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, that where I am you may be also. [4] And you know the way to where I am 
going.” [5] Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?” [6] Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. [7] If you had known me, you would have known my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 [8] Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” [9] Jesus said 
to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? [10] Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. [11] Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
 [12] “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; 
and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. [13] Whatever you 
ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. [14] If you ask me 
anything in my name, I will do it. 
 [15] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. [16] And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, [17] even the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he 
dwells with you and will be in you. 
 [18] “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. [19] Yet a little while and the 
world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. [20] In that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. [21] Whoever has my 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by 
my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” [22] Judas (not Iscariot) said to 
him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” [23] Jesus 
answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 
will come to him and make our home with him. [24] Whoever does not love me does not keep 
my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me. 
 [25] “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. [26] But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said to you. [27] Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them 
be afraid. [28] You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved 
me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than 
I. [29] And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may 
believe. [30] I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no 
claim on me, [31] but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that 
I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here. 
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KEY WORDS KEY WORD PICTURE
What does John want to communicate about...…

BELIEVE:

LIFE:

What do you notice about…
THE WAY JESUS INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE:

READING WITH A LENS READING WITH IMAGINATION

WAY, TRUTH, LIFE:
First Impressions:
Consider: What do people immediately know about the object in this 
picture?

Cultural Context:
Consider: What might this word picture have communicated to the 
people who initially heard it? Are there any Old Testament passages 
that coordinate with this word picture?

Transcendent Truths:
Consider: What does this communicate about how Jesus relates to me? I to 
Him?
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Question Verses from passage Answer/Notes

Other Observations/Questions Cross References

WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS? Summarize what the 
text reveals about 
Jesus… 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?…And your response 
to those truths about 
him.

Put simply…
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For starters...

i am the VINE
john 15:1-17

What types of things do you try to handle on your own? Why? How does it go?
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 [1] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. [2] In my Father's 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? [3] 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also. [4] And you know the way to where I am going.” [5] Thomas said to him, “Lord, we 
do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” [6] Jesus said to him, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. [7] If you had known me, 
you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 [8] Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” [9] Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? [10] Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who 
dwells in me does his works. [11] Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else 
believe on account of the works themselves. 

 [12] “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. [13] Whatever you ask in my 
name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. [14] If you ask me anything in my name, 
I will do it. 

 [15] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. [16] And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Helper, to be with you forever, [17] even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in 
you. 

 [18] “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. [19] Yet a little while and the world will 
see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. [20] In that day you will know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. [21] Whoever has my commandments and keeps 
them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and 
manifest myself to him.” [22] Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest 
yourself to us, and not to the world?” [23] Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my 
word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. [24] Whoever 
does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's 
who sent me. 

 [25] “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. [26] But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. [27] Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. [28] You 
heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have 
rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. [29] And now I have told 
you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe. [30] I will no longer talk 
much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, [31] but I do as the Father 
has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here. 
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KEY WORDS KEY WORD PICTURE
What does John want to communicate about...…

BELIEVE:

LIFE:

What do you notice about…
THE WAY JESUS INTERACTS WITH PEOPLE:

READING WITH A LENS READING WITH IMAGINATION

VINE:
First Impressions:
Consider: What do people immediately know about the object in this 
picture?

Cultural Context:
Consider: What might this word picture have communicated to the 
people who initially heard it? Are there any Old Testament passages 
that coordinate with this word picture?

Transcendent Truths:
Consider: What does this communicate about how Jesus relates to me? I to 
Him?
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Question Verses from passage Answer/Notes

Other Observations/Questions Cross References

WHAT IS TRUE ABOUT JESUS? Summarize what the 
text reveals about 
Jesus… 

WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?…And your response 
to those truths about 
him.

Put simply…
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WORD 
BECAME  
FLESH

MUST 
BE 
BORN 
AGAIN 

LIVING 
WATER 

BREAD 
OF 
LIFE 

LIGHT 
OF 
THE 
WORLD 

GOOD 
SHEPHERD 

RESURRECTION 
AND 
LIFE 

WAY 
TRUTH 
AND 
LIFE 

TRUE 
VINE 

Review your study and write a highlight for each topic.  
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WHAT IS MY RESPONSE?
what is something you loved about who 
jesus is? 

How is your relationship with Jesus different 
today than in January?

Who can you read John’s gospel with?


